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Long term sub-regional growth strategy   Sustainable Futures 30/50

Thoughts provoked by attending the recent meetings are:-

VISION     We believe our best economic driver will be tourism and so our passion allows a vision that we have all cleaned up our act and so we have the cleanest, most desirable harbour, waterways and surroundings.  Whangarei, a narrow piece of land compared to a lot of the country means our harbours are within easy reach of our entire district, its’ people and visitors.  In particular we see tourist businesses such as hotels, restaurants, aquatic facilitators for sports, leisure, training, etc., thriving.  We see an abundance of sea food restaurants and markets up here, the pride of New Zealand.  Our boat builders already get good local and tourist dollars and this will greatly increase.  All local shops, transport providers and other businesses will benefit from tourists visiting here.   There will be multi level parking designed in a fashion that is functional and yet attractive.  Car specific businesses such as for tyres, mechanics, grooming etc will operate from within the different levels of these buildings and this will keep security and cleanliness with bright facilities at the forefront.  Businesses will buy into the development of such car parks and instead of paying rent pay for upkeep and benefit by collecting a percentage of the returns from parking fees or users.  We believe good, basic, infrastructure will be provided for the people and they in turn will have supplied the other facilities they needed for themselves with assistance from council in regard to making any legal requirements upon them an easy and efficient experience.  We see Marsden Point / Ruakaka complementing Whangarei CBD as will areas like Hikurangi, Whangarei Heads, Maungatapere and other outer areas.  These areas will develop their uniqueness and encourage visitors to experience their culture.  The common factor for all areas will be to have infrastructure that caters to its’ permanent residents and visitors.  They are developed with vision that foresaw any problems the area could have with development to cater for those difficulties, eg to build too large a town in low lying areas such as Ruakaka would seem foolish to us!  We will be encouraging development, over the next decade, of the city in areas higher up such as in Norfolk and Bank Streets and beyond through to Kensington.  Coastal areas will be developed in such a way as to be accessible by all and homes etc built within boundaries of the nearest coastal road where feasible, creating a definite hinter land / public coastline.  This way all foreshores are easily open to everyone and caters to restraints caused by future rising seas.  In the future we see central and local government departments, electricity, health dept etc working, inter-departmentally, even closer than at present to keep costs and efficiency to a very high level.  Eg roads being built, power companies, drainage depts being advised so that any work can be done before new roads are laid.  This would require very well thought out budgeting practices, but not unachievable and certainly cost effective in the long run.

ISSUES   BASIC  INFRASTRUCTURE!!!!!!  Climate change or no climate change, the argument goes on??!!   We see changes of some kinds happening and Whangarei CBD has its issues now, the question is, what will it be like in the future?  Let’s work from the basis of the worst case scenario that way we will be prepared! Some of our key council facilities need a bit of a spruce up, including the council building itself.  We believe in WDC planning parking in the CBD has improved but certainly needs to be taken a step further. Parking in the city needs to be more simple, uniform instead of different fees, areas, tickets not transferable from one area to another.  Does not make for user friendliness toward business.  Such methods have killed shopping in other towns especially once malls developed.  The city areas almost commercially died.  We see electricity continuance of supply as being something that could be of major concern in the event of disaster or neglect of maintainence.  Auckland City has had issues, we will probably be cut off first if supply problems do occur.  We need to make ourselves self sufficient.  Communications eg Broadband also needs to be futuristic.
OPTION  If we were to have to choose an option it would be number 3
GENERAL  Our infrastructure should be developed within the proactive, orderly and efficient category you suggest in Future Three. Core business such as sewage, roads, solid waste, parks, good water supply should be developed or maintained to a high level by the WDC so it caters for the district’s needs not only just now but for years to come and should take into consideration the fact that we do get many visitors, overseas and local alike, one only has to witness the streams of traffic on a long weekends and Christmas.  If these areas are serviced well by the council it will encourage people to be here and will help private business to develop.   
We hope this feedback is of benefit to your future planning and although they are only a few of the thoughts we have we hope some will be of use.  Thank you for the opportunity to take part this process, most enjoyable!
Future involvement  - If we are available at the time of your focus group meeting we would like to take part and we would also like to be placed on your mailing list for further information.  [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]






